LI: A USAGE DICTIONARY OF 70,000 CHINESE WORDS FOREWORD

Foreword

After more than ten years of compiling, this Usage Dictionary of 70,000 Chinese Words
is finally complete. At the size of 10 million Chinese characters, the work includes
approximately 381,000 example sentences to illustrate the usage of roughly 70,000 Chinese
words and phrases (8,068 single characters plus 61,897 words and phrases). All of the example
sentences were chosen from modern publications such as newspapers, magazines, and the
famous modern Chinese writers” works. In doing this, the compilers sifted through language
materials totaling 200 million Chinese characters. Definitions and parts of speech are given for
all dictionary entries. When a word can be used as different parts of speech and/or has different
meanings, different parts of speech, definitions and example sentences are given respectively.

The morphology of Chinese words does not change with their use as various parts of
speech. It is important for learners, especially non-native learners, to study Chinese language by
reading typical example sentences. In a sense, this Usage Dictionary is a highly effective tool for
helping them understand the meanings and usage of almost all commonly used modern Chinese
words.

The compilers
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