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Notes on Usage

| Dictionary Entries:

1 This Usage Dictionary of 70,000 Chinese Words collects approximately 70,000
commonly used characters, words, phrases, and idiomatic expressions. For practical purposes,
some commonly used structures such as subject-predicate structure & Ji", "B F&", " @,
"y ", combined structure "fE A", "R BT, UK CR", e AL T & structure of
attributive plus central word " ", " =", "gk #", " A", structure of adverbial
modifier plus central word 'T B, "R FET "E 2", verb-object structure "JF ", MK vE"
"R A IR, UHE R, and structure of central word plus complement "#i T, "t &,
"t " are also included. (None of these are included in the most popular Modern Chinese
Dictionary (¥ {8 iX & i #) , the 5™ edition, 2005) Other structures such as "/ ..A..",
MR R AL RO L e, MR A\t L /UL and so on, are also
thoroughly collected and illustrated in this dictionary.

2 Dictionary entries are arranged according to the Chinese phonetic system. When
different Chinese characters or words are pronounced the same, those with fewer strokes
are arranged in front. For example, "% " (b#o, treasure) is arranged before "if1" (bdo, have
eaten one's fill); [7Z =) (gongshi, formula) is arranged before [/ %] (gongshi,
public affairs). Words with the same morphology but different pronunciations/meanings are
arranged as different entries, suchas [/ 721 (gongcha, common difference) and [/
721 (gongchai, public errand). Words with the same morphology and pronunciation but
from different origins are also arranged as separate entries. In this case, Roman numerals are
used to indicate the difference, suchas [#R #% 1 1 (v. to be based on; n. evidence) and [}
#%1 1 (prep. according to).

3 The note "% L X X" (see also X X) is used to indicate reference to a word with the
same morphology but different pronunciations/meanings. For example, below the entry "it "
(hai, adv. still; also), there is a note "% UL huan" (see also huan, v. to return).

4 The note "t £ X X" (same as X X) is used to indicate the words that have the
same meaning(s) but may have different morphologies. For example below the entry [ %
52 ] (tashi, steady and sure), there is a note "t 1§ X5 5" (same as 35 5K).

5 For the readers' convenience, words that may take a suffix are arranged as different
entries from those that do not take a suffix, although they have the same meaning. For
example, [%% 1~1 (dige, short person) and [%%& 4~ F 1 (adigezi, short person); [ %%
K1 (zhéngtian, the whole day) and [# X 41 (zhéngtianjie, the whole day).

6 Some words are pronounced with a retroflex ending "r", suchas [ # JL]
(mé&izhunr, not sure) and [4H JLY (niar, little girl). This "r" ending is written as the
character "JL" in the dictionary entry. However, this "JL" may not appear in the sample
sentences, because sometimes it is optional in writing.

7 Characters in brackets after single-character entries are traditional characters or identical
characters. If they are identical characters, occasionally there is a number(s) before them. The
number(s) indicates that they apply only to the meaning(s) specified by the number(s). For
example, after "J2", there is a number and an identical character in the bracket "(1 4¢)". It
indicates that "42" is exchangeable with """ when "J" is in the first meaning “seat". Therefore
the word " fii" can be written as "4 fi". But "At" cannot replace "} when it is used in the
second meaning "Jik J£" (pedestal of a statue), the third meaning " & A" (constellation), and the
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fourth meaning (a measure word). The identical characters are for reference only but not
recommended to use.

Il Phonetic System:

1 In order to guarantee the correct positions of all entries, the words "—" (y1, one) and
"A" (bu, not) are given in their original pronunciations without changing tones.

2 The letter "r" is used to indicate the retroflex ending of the final sound.

3 In Chinese, some words can be used in a reduplicative form. In the AABB form of
adjectives and verbs, the second syllable usually changes to the light tone, such as "& &
K K" (gaogaodada, tall and big), "= == {il " (kongkongdongdong, devoid of content), and
"¥T 4T il " (dadanaonao, laugh and frolic). With some of them, the third and forth syllables
change to the first tone in speaking, such as "#| #] 7% 7" (lililuoluo, agile) and "J% % = ="
(piaopiaoliangliang, beautiful). These rules do not apply to reduplicative forms of onomatopoeic
words and nouns such as " i % %" (dididada, ticktack), "ME HE >4 4"
(kuangkuangdangdang, crack), "B B} %] %" (shishikeke, all the time), and “ffi ffi #% %"

.....

Il Parts of Speech:

1 Except for phrases, single characters that are not words, and structures in classic
use, all words are marked parts of speech. They are noun, verb, adjective, numeral,
measure word, pronoun, adverb, preposition, conjunction, particle, interjection, and
onomatopoeic words. Among them, pronouns are further divided into personal pronoun,
demonstrative pronoun, and interrogative pronoun. Time word, place word, and modal verb are
also specially marked. Two kinds of special adjectives are called "word describing nature" J& 4
i) and "word describing manner" Jk 7Z% i in this dictionary. "Word describing nature™ is used
only as attributive and to form a " phrase". It cannot take an adverb of degree such 1R and i
Wi as its adverbial modifier. The words & #4. o B0 /N XL PR B &, IE.
&l are some examples. "Word describing manner" (1) has its own describing element, such as &
F. 3B % H. WOtand (2)is areduplicative form, such as 1% 12, 47 4fF. Wi . B
HE A ORI F. T UK WL (originally monosyllabic adjective) and 4§ % #it ik Fifi B
. 25250 W, = 5 5 (originally disyllabic adjective). When taking a structural particle
] or Hii, "word describing manner" can function as predicate, attributive, adverbial modifier,
and complement. (An exception is that a reduplicative form of a disyllabic adjective does not
needa when it functions as a complement.)

2 Words to different parts of speech are given separate definitions and sample
sentences. For example, " [ 28 #% 1 tapo 1 [h] #T #% (v. to break) : 2 i Ji £ & & it
KoK A k. 2[A]IX T IHA F 9 1 H W (n breakthrough) : & K %
W s BT 1Y 58 B . " Because the morphology of Chinese words does not change with use,
some words are difficult to parse clearly and differences of opinion exist among linguists.
Under this circumstance, this dictionary marks parts of speech according to the example
sentences.

3 Because some verbs and verbal phrases are also difficult to distinguish from each
other, in this dictionary a few items marked as verbs may be modifier-verb, verb-object or
verb-complement phrases.
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IV Definitions:

1 Arabic numerals are used to indicate different meanings of a word. For example, "X
shu'ng 1[Z/EYE] P A (two)... 2 [EZ/JE ] 48 %X /9 (of even number)... 3 [#] (a measure
word)..."

2 The character {J5) is used to indicate words in dialect, such as " [ % %1 tlngk7

(77) [#4] # T (wife)". The character (43) is used to indicate words used in written
form, such as " [ 3% #5 1 shuaixiu (45) [/Z]1 ¥ 7 (decline). 2 ¥ % (old and weak)".

3 The original meanings, extended meanings, and metaphorical meanings of words are
usually given separate definitions and example sentences. For example, " [ F ]
shOuji2o [#] 1 F 1 | (hands and feet): F W Jf M. 2§ % 3h 5k 2 1F (movement
of hands or feet): F M Jik Fl. 348 W5+ R W 1 47 2, & W X (underhand method,;
trick) : fi T "

4 Definitions are given concisely to avoid verbose explanation. Users are expected to
understand the meanings of the words and to study how to apply them by reading the
sample sentences provided.

V Sample Sentences:

All sample sentences are chosen from modern publications. In order to reflect
accurately a complete picture of modern Chinese language, materials from the 1920s
through the 1940s, the beginning stage of modern Chinese, are also included. Example
sentences from this period are all taken from famous literary works and are in total account
for only about 15% of the overall examples. Most of the materials used to compile this
dictionary were published within the last 15 years. Except for historical or public figures,
the names of people in newspapers and periodicals were changed as necessary. As a
guiding principle only concise and clearly written sentences are selected. In order to
illustrate the usage of a part of less used words, some sample sentences have to be
collected from academic and technical writings. They, however, may be a little difficult for
general readers. Special thanks are offered to all the writers whose work contributed to
these sample sentences.



